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Abstract:

The emergence of Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) and its rapid worldwide spread provided a major challenge to those involved in public health. The high case fatality rate, coupled with travel restrictions imposed to control its spread, resulted in high levels of anxiety, not only in SARS-affected countries but also more generally. For epidemiologists and biostatisticians, SARS posed considerable challenges in understanding the factors determining its spread and in devising appropriate control strategies. In this talk, I will use data on SARS cases from Hong Kong to present estimates of these key epidemiological parameter and analyses of the transmission dynamics (including estimation of the reproductive number R0) within Hong Kong. 


