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Shape Space Analysis and Regions on Maps

Ever wondered why a geographer might be interested in applied statistics?  Or for that matter why an applied statistician might be interested in geography?  Geographers and Town Planners have been concerned with the phenomena of urban growth for a long time.  In its simplest form, the phenomena may involve studying the rate of change in the size of an urban area over time.  However, growth is not only a question of size - the shape of the urban area is also of interest. For example, many cities in the US are currently undergoing 'strip development' in which urban areas expand certain highways, rather than a more traditional symmetrical radial growth. Shape space analysis provides a tool for exploring and modelling urban growth. In this talk I will outline some of the basic ideas of shape-space analysis and demonstrate how they may be modified to explore - and hopefully gain some insight - into patterns of urban growth and shape in the UK.
Tea and coffee will be served before the talk

