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Democracy ….

"is government of all the people, by all the people, for all the people."    

Theodore Parker

"is the worst form of government - except for all the others." 

Winston Churchill

“substitutes election by the incompetent many for appointment by the corrupt few” 
George Bernard Shaw
Democracy is the basis of modern Western society.  Its basis in freedom, fairness and equity has been cherished and fought for over the centuries. Now the growth of the Internet and pervasive telecommunications is promising an era of electronic democracy, e-democracy for short.  Most democracies are procedural: there are procedures for electing representatives which are accepted as democratic; the elected representatives then take the decisions on behalf of society.  But the Internet may offer a way forward towards a much more substantive, direct implementation of democratic ideals.  It is now possible for the public to be involved in societal decision making in much more direct ways.   We discuss how the Bayesian paradigm might support such direct e-democracies and the hurdles that will need to be overcome if this support is to be achieved.
Coffee and tea will be served at 10.30 a.m..

